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The Town of Bennington Rescue Squad was first or-
ganized in April of 1963 when it became clear that 
the need for an ambulance service in the area was 
necessary.  A professional ambulance service had not 
worked out; the hospital could not afford to operate 
an ambulance service and the funeral directors, who 
by default, found them in the ambulance business, 
had neither the manpower nor equipment to continue 
offering the ambulance service.  After five fatal acci-
dents occurred in the area in one weekend, the deci-
sion was made to form a rescue squad.  The Vermont 
State Police, the Hoosick Falls Rescue Squad, funeral 
directors and service clubs helped get the local group 
started.

On June 23, 1963 the Bennington Rescue Squad 
Responded to its first call for a standby for the 

History . . .

The Safford Street Squad House before renovations in 1964. 
Tri-Mont Texaco on South Street was our first home; this is 
our second.

Presently the Squad is operating out of two squad houses. There’s only enough room to keep three of the four squad vehicles 
in this building on McKinley Street (pictured above); the fourth is kept in the squad house on Safford Street. The proposed 
Rescue Squad building, to be built next to this McKinley Street garage, will provide an area to keep all four vehicles together. 
In addition, the new building will contain modern classroom and training room facilities.
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Bennington Catholic High School Horse Show.  
The first emergency call was a motor vehicle accident 
in Woodford on June 29, 1963 with no patient 
transported.  

Initially the ambulance and equipment were kept at 
the Tri-Mont Texaco Station owned by André Betit, In 
addition to housing the ambulance, while still servicing 
vehicles, Andre Betit dispatched calls during the day, 
with Bennington Police dispatching at night.  In 1963 
the squad purchased a garage on Safford Street.  
Over the course of being at Safford station, not only 
did the number of vehicles increase, so did the height.  
When the first crash rescue vehicle was purchased, 
a module crash truck, it was too tall for the entrance.  
The floor to the garage needed to be lowered to ac-
commodate the height of the new vehicle.  But with 
the increase in calls, and addition of ambulances, 
arose the need to increase the station size.

The land, on which the McKinley St. building is locat-
ed, was part of the Benning Wentworth Grant of 1749.  
The land was reserved for the local minister.  In 1763 
a minister from Westfield, Massachusetts became the 
first resident of the land.  Reverend Jedediah Dewey 
(1714-1778) was not only the first minister, but the first 
school teacher. Although there were disputes con-
cerning the validity of land titles, Rev. Dewey retained 
the land and passed it on to his descendants for 
generations.  The first time a deed was prepared for 
the land was two hundred thirteen years later.  The 

descendants of Rev. Dewey sold the 
land to Bennington Rescue Squad in 
September of 1977 for $1.00. Prior 
to Bennington Rescue building their 
station, a saw mill made its home on 
the property. The footings of the mill 
are still visible in the Northwest corner 
of the land.  When the original build-
ing was constructed, the saw mill 
remained until it deteriorated and was 
demolished.  During the construction 
a garage adjacent to the current 
station was purchased and housed 
squad vehicles.  Numerous additions 

have been made, rendering the original building and 
grounds unrecognizable.  Some of these changes in-
clude the “barn” being moved, office space, sleeping 
quarters, and a large expansion adding six bays to the 
North end of station.  The building holds many mem-
ories of ups and downs.  If you are around in 2077, 
be sure to open the time capsule that was placed in 
1977 within the corner stone of the main building to 
find out just what you missed. 

The rescue squad’s growth from an inexperienced 
group of community members to provide a service to 
the community for no charge, to a full-fledged, round-
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the-clock ambulance service did not come without 
trials and tribulations.  Funding was difficult.  During the 
first thirty five years, Bennington Rescue did not charge 
for service.  They relied completely on revenue from 
donations and fund drives.  One of these drives was 
the use of coin cards.  For years, coin cards were dis-
tributed every spring and picked up every fall bringing 
in a majority of the income.  The community benefited 
not only from devoted members answering the call 
for help, but for the personal time put into events such 
as parades, festivals, trainings and speaking to young 
aspiring life savers.

From its inception, Bennington Rescue received First 
Aid training from instructors of American Red Cross.  In 
1966, with the publication of the famous White Pa-
per1, formal Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 
training was needed.  During the late seventies stan-
dardized EMT training was created.  Squad members 

traveled to Boston, MA for initial training before the 
first formal EMT training was brought to the Bennington 
area.  The first instructor coordinator was Andre Betit 
with assistance of Advanced First Aid instructors.  Along 
with Nurses and Doctors from the community, Timo-
thy Finney was among those instructors.  The original 
course was eighty-hours long.  The first ninety students 
from the Bennington area spent ten hours as an ob-
server at the Putnam Memorial Hospital Emergency 
Department, before becoming full-fledged EMT’s.

The training received was becoming more advanced 
than ever seen.  Cutting-edge procedures such as 
the Esophageal Obturator Airway (EOA), MAST trousers, 
and intravenous therapy were introduced.  Only two 
lifesaving medications were carried, Epinephrine and 
Narcan. Medicine is an ever evolving field.  Through 
the 80’s and 90’s training hours, requirements, and 
equipment evolved.  Bennington Rescue met the 
challenges to provide the best care for our patients 
and community.

The population of Bennington has slowly grown over 
fifty years.  Bennington Rescue has always answered 
the communities request for help and met every 
challenge encountered.  In the late 90’s Bennington 
Rescues’ call volume exceeded the ability for strictly 
volunteers to handle.  To help the Squad answer calls, 
members were paid per call and shared on-call night 
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on a rotating basis.  On March 9, 1999 the first four full 
time employees were hired  In the fall of 2002, after 
a national search, an Executive Director was brought 
on.  In 2002 Bennington Rescue Squad brought itself 
to the Paramedics level to care for the ever changing 
world of inter-facility care.  These patients required the 
specialized care to continue treatments started at a 
sending hospital, while being transported to the spe-
cialty hospitals.

Not only has the patient care aspect of the squad 
changed, so has our business side.  In 2002 Benning-
ton Rescue changed from contracting a revenue 
collection company to handling its own billing.  This 
created the need for a dedicated office staff. 

With the increase in calls, the need for additional 
office space, and the need for more ambulances 
took precedent.  With this growth, the need arose to 
expand building space.  Competition came to town 
– Bennington Rescue Squad stepped up and perse-
vered to meet the opposition.

In addition to our fleet of ambulances, a snow mo-
bile and all-terrain vehicle was added for our diverse 
response area.  As the Squad grew, so did the need 
for additional administrative level personnel.  In recent 

years an Operations Manager was hired to handle the 
day-to day operations, a Training Officer was brought 
on to handle the increased need for constant on-go-
ing training, an Office Manager along with an Assistant 
to handle the increased volume of calls, continuing 
on with Al as Treasurer. 

The squad is proud of its achievements and grateful 
for the support it has received over the years from the 
community, local business and organizations.  The 
founding fathers could never imagine the transition 
our organization has made in just fifty years.  Beginning 
with a donated ambulance, and collecting coin cards 
for revenue, the members made it work - no matter 
what the obstacles.  Guided by a steadfast volunteer 
Board of Directors, our fully paid critical care para-
medic level service continues to serve the community 
of Bennington. 

Charter Members at the 25th Annual Banquet.
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Charter Members . . .
William Baker

William Billert

Andre Betit

Edward Gardner

John Marechal 

William Mattison

Edward Raetz

Pierre Letourneau

Robert Stout

Harry Percy

Edwin Austin

Robert Carey

Ben Baker

Emily Kennedy

Bette Gershaneck

Tim Pinsonneault

Alfred Pinsonneault

Steve Gilman

Andrew Pellerin

Charles White

Ray Crosier Sr.

Daniel Kane

F. Raymond Dewey

Andre Betit

Rocky Crawford

Helen Pezzilich

John B. Kennedy

Mitch Vincellette

Lenny Anzivino

Barb Croft

Alfred Pinsonneault

Honorary Members . . .
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Battle Day . . .

Honorary members

45th Year
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·  Administration  ·

Erin Ingebretsen
1 year

Interim Executive Director
Interim Operations Manager

QA/Training Officer
Current Certification 

Critical Care Paramedic, Vermont I/C

Al Pinsonneault
50 years 

Secretary and Treasurer
Founding Father 1963

Jennifer Olansky
9 years

Executive Administrator

Sherry Stockdale
3 years

Office Administrator
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Annette Baldic
10 years, 678 calls

Current Certification EMT-I

Squad Member of The Year

Justin Berry
7 years, 1,658 calls

Current  Certification EMT-I

Sabrina Briggs
12 Years, 5,581 calls

Current Certification EMT-I

Squad Member of The Year

Craig Bowman
3 years, 786 calls

Current Certification EMT-I

Richard Bowman
5 years, 303 calls

Current Certification EMT-I

Stephen Bryant
3 years, 1811 calls

Current Certification EMT-I

Served on 
Board of Directors 

Americorps

·  Staff  ·
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·  Staff  ·

Timmy Buck
2 Years, 254 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

William Collins
35 Years, 12,413 Calls

Interim Director, Assistant Director, 
President, Vice President, Trustee, 
Executive Committee, Finance 

Committee, Vice Chair District 12, District 
12 Representative, Squad Statistician, 
Duty Officer, EMT-B, I, D, National Star 

of Life Award, EMT of The Year, Life 
Member, 25th and 50th Anniversary 

Banquet Committees.

Michael Condon
7 years, 3,358 calls
Current Certification 

Critical Care Paramedic 
Supervisor

Kaitlyn Daniels
2 years, 376 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Rookie of The Year

Clint Davendonis
2 years, 221 calls

Trainee

Melissa Elwell
16 years, 5,352 calls

Current Certification EMT-I 
Past President, Vice President, 

Board of Director, 
CPR Coordinator, 
VT EMS Instructor
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·  Staff  ·

Timothy Finney
37 years, 4,359 calls

Level: RN, EMT I, Board of Directors
Chair: Planning committee

District 12 Representative, secretary
CPR Instructor, Instructor trainer, 

President, Lieutenant, Squad Training 
officer, District Training officer, Multiple 

committees, EMT Instructor

Deb Gallant
6 Years, 334

Current Certification EMT-I

Christopher Grosheim
1 Year, 80 calls

Current Certification EMT-B 
NY State EMT 
AMLS, NAEMT

Chrissy Henry
2 Years, 159 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Tara Kavanagh
9 Years, 2,226 calls
Current Certification  

Critical Care Paramedic 
Past Supervisor

Phillip Kilpatrick
2 Years, 662 Calls
Current Certification  

Critical Care Paramedic
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·  Staff  ·

Prairie Lefebvre
3 Years, 1005 calls

Current Certification EMT-B 
Americorps, CPR Instructor

Lance Lemieux
1 Year, 271 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Corrine Levin
5 Years, 1121 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Paula Levin
2 Years, 71 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Sam Levitte
2 Years, 367 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Murray Lewis
5 years, 815

Current Certification FRECA
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·  Staff  ·

Erik Loescher
< 1 Year, 209 calls

Current Certification Paramedic

Mike Lozito
7 years, 3404 calls
Current Certification 

Citical Care Paramedic

Squad Member of The Year

Michael Mertz
2 Years, 629 calls

Current Certification Paramedic

James Morin
5 years, 1302 calls

Current Certification Paramedic 
Supervisor

Rookie of The Year

Michael Morin
3 years, 770 calls
Rookie of The Year

Edward Muha III
< 1 year, 296 calls

Current Certification EMT-B
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·  Staff  ·

Elaina Noblet
11 years, 539 calls

Current Certification EMT-I

Bryan Noel
2 Years, 164 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Rick Noel
2 Years, 779 calls

Current certification EMT-B 
FTO, Driver Training

Crystalee O’Dell
7 Years, 1416 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Larry Salisbury
13 years, 6,129 calls
Current Certification

Critical Care Paramedic
Board Certified Flight Paramedic
Past Supervisor, Training Officer, 

CQI Officer, 
Board of Director

Matthew Schade
4 years, 568 calls

Current Certification EMT-B
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·  Staff  ·

Jessica Scheffler
 3 years, 743 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Richard Scheffler
14 years, 3,690

Duty Officer, LT., Executive Board,
Membership Committee, 

1St Aid/ CPR Instructor
CEVO Instructor

Joanne Szabo
13 years, 6,148 calls

Current Certification EMT-I

Mark Szabo
7 years, 1880 calls

Current Certification EMT-B

Katie Vandale
10 years, 4,937 calls

Current Certification Paramedic

Mike Walczyk
4 years, 1,363 calls

Current Certification EMT-B
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·  Staff  ·

Jeffery Wheeler
2 years, 370 calls

Current Certification EMT-I

Gail Elmore
Nico Grande

Adam Griswold
Brenda Hathaway
Brandon McCart

Mike Mroz
Joyce Novotny

Kelli Prentiss
Charles Putnam

Andrew Sherman

Camera Shy:

Mitch Vincelette
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50 Years of Service . . .
ALFRED L. 

PINSONNEAULT JR.

Founding Father
and Treasurer for 50 years
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40 Years of Service . . .

I joined the Squad in 1973. I had been a Ski 
Patroller for some years and during that time my 
dad had been sick and the squad took him to 
Albany Med for life saving care. I followed along 
and as the ambulance stopped a couple times 
for his care, I thought to myself that my time to 
help would come. Well, as above, in 1973, my 
time came. 

By this time I was a Red Cross First Aid Instructor 
and as soon as I was a member, I was asked 
to teach a course. It wasn’t long after that I was 
made training officer. I spent a number of years 
teaching new members at that level. It made me 
feel good to shape new members in their knowl-
edge and skill. 
 
I became an EMT. I think it was 1974 or 1975. I 
don’t remember! Some time after that I became 
an EMT instructor which I continued for many 
years, until the late 1990’s when younger people 
began to move up. It pleases me to see my EMTs 

still out there doing the job. 

I had the good fortune to be part of the effort and 
teams that brought growth and development to 
both the Ambulance District and Bennington Res-
cue Squad. At the time of my joining BRS the level 
of care was Advanced First Aid. We all transitioned 
to first become EMTs, then EMT Intermediates 
(EMT-I), for a short time EMT-I Defib, and finally the 
inception of the EMT Paramedic level. 

I am fortunate to have served Bennington Rescue 
in various offices and committees over the years. 
The team efforts and vision of all of those who 
have served and are serving make Bennington 
Rescue Squad an example of Community Ser-
vice. I am ever grateful for having had the oppor-
tunity to serve.

Timothy G. Finney  

TIM
FINNEy
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35 Years of Service . . .
In 1977, we met our neighbor Ed Austin who was an 
active Squad member.  Ed told us that the Bennington 
Rescue Squad was in need of volunteers, and that 
we should consider joining.  Having had some first aid 
training through  New England Telephone, and since 
my wife, Marge was an LPN, we decided to join the 
squad.

Things certainly have changed a lot since that time.  
Initially on probation for six months, new members 
were not issued jackets or pagers and had to stay 
at home near the phone until they were called by a 
regular crew member.  Now, all equipment is issued 
and applicants begin riding before being voted in as 
members. Volunteers in the past did most of the work 
such as  cleaning, waxing floors, mowing the lawn, 
putting a roof on the barn, coating the pavement, 
etc.  There was a real sense of dedication.  Our 
payment was in knowing that we were helping people 
in their time of need, and having the opportunity 
to make a real difference.  Sure, meals and other 
routines were interrupted for calls, but that is what we 
did willingly.  (although at times the spouse may have 
seen it differently)  :)  

Marge stayed with the squad nearly 10 years and was 
the first woman to reach 1000 calls. We both had 
advanced to the Intermediate level and then to the D 
level. (manual defibrillation)

I continued on in various officer and committee 
positions, as well as keeping track of all the squad 
call statistics for 16 years.  As President, I think one 
of the most difficult decisions I had to oversee, was 
transitioning from an all volunteer squad to one where 
members were compensated for their calls. That was 
an extremely difficult time which divided some of the 
members.  We also had to start billing our patients for 
services which we hadn’t done for the first 35 years.  It 
was a necessary evil due to the ever increasing call 
volume which created extended response times, 
sometimes in critical situations.  It’s time had come.  
Shortly after, other squads in the District followed suit, 
compensating their members.

I think the most rewarding times were being a part 
of a team which resulted in a cardiac arrest “save”.   
Without question, my worst call was first responding 
to a young boy who was shot in the chest by a friend 
while playing with a gun.  On arrival he was alive, but 
went downhill quickly prior to the Squads arrival.  CPR 

was started but was unsuccessful.

One of my proudest moments was when my son, 
Scott joined the Squad, and he was voted Rookie of 
the Year and I was voted  EMT of the Year. We also 
received a Vermont House Resolution recognizing that.

Another memorable moment was reaching 10,000 
calls. Although my first 5,000 calls had more meaning 
because I was a volunteer,  I was still humbled by the 
Squad’s recognition, as well as another Vermont House 
Resolution. I also received a flag which had been 
flown over the U.S. Capitol, and one which had been 
flown over Vermont’s Capitol.

During the last 10 years there have been truly 
significant changes in the level of care and more 
advanced equipment.  We are now better able to 
take care of our patients  with more positive results.

After 50 years, we, out of necessity, have evolved into 
a “business”, but one thing has never changed, my 
heart is still that of a volunteer, helping people in their 
time of need. That is why I joined the squad 35 years 
ago.

bILL
cOLLINS
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Haunted House . . .
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Relay for Life . . .
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Safety Day . . .
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Penguin Plunge . . .
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Hurricane Rita Deployment . . .
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1,000 Calls . . .
Marge Collins
Robert Carey 
Dan Ouellette
Chris Phelps
Ami O’Keefe
Steve O’Keefe
Jody Kocsis
Sam Levitte
Kim Murphy
Helen Pezzilich
Sandra Redding
Tina Scarlotta
Bernie McDonald
Robert Burgess 
Rod Hall

Barb Croft
Tammy Greene 
Rocky Crawford
Gary Towne
Tom Crowe
Steve Crawford
Brian Peat
Steve Bryant
Adam Griswold
Prarie Lefebvre
Corinne Levin
Mike Walczak
Jim Morin
Justin Berry

2,000 Calls . . .
John B. Kennedy
Ben Baker
Nick Mayer
Tara Kavanagh

Ray Crosier, Sr. 
John Morandi
Lew Stanley

3,000 Calls . . .
Len Anzivino
Tom Bonfiglioli
Peg Chunko
Brian Howe

Rich Scheffler
Mike Lozito
Mike Condon

4,000 Calls . . .
Brant Young
Tim Finney

Mitch Vincellette
Katie Vandale

5,000 Calls . . .
Ed Austin Sabrina Briggs

6,000 Calls . . .
Larry Salisbury 
Joanne Szabo

Melissa Elwell-Holmes

12,000 Calls . . .
Bill Collins


